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1941 OFFICERS AND COUNCILORS 


President: 0. T. Avery, Rockefeller Institute, New York, New York 


Past President: Charles Thom, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 
Vice President: S. A. Waksman, Agricultural Experiment Station, New Brunswick, 
Secretary-Treasurer: I. Baldwin, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis. 


Councilorseat-Large: G. P. Berry, University of Rochester, Rochester, New York 
' N. P. Hudson, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 
I. M. Lewis, University of Texas, Austin, Texas 
E. G. D. Murray, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada 


Councilors Elected by Local Branches: 
C. E. Clifton, Stanford University, Calif.--N. Calif.-Hawaiian 
J. F. Kessel, Los Angeles, California--Southern California 
Le Fe Rettger, New Haven, Connecticut--Connecticut Valley 
M. L. Laing, Chicago, Illinois--Illinois 
P. S. Prickett, Evansville, Indiana--Indiana 
P. R. Edwards, Lexington, Kentucky--Kentucky 
Barnett Cohen, Baltimore, Maryland, Maryland 
M. H. Soule, Ann Arbor, Michigan--Michigan 
L. D. Bushnell, Manhattan, Kansas--Missouri Valley 
L. A. Julianelle, St. Louis, Missouri--Eastern Missouri 
Nicholas Kopeloff, New York, New York--New York City 
W. A. Hagan, Ithaca, New York--Central New York 
A. B. Wadsworth, albany, New York--zastern New York 
W. M. Hale, Iowa City, Iowa--North Central 
Lee Foshay, Cincinnati, Ohio--OQhio 
A. P. Hitchens, Philadelphia, Pa.--Eastern Pennsylvania 
L. W. Parr, Washington, D. C.--Washington 


1941 DUES 


If you have not yet received your February issue of the JOURNAL OF BACTERIOLOGY, 
it is probably because your 1941 dues have not been sent to the Secretary-Treasurer. 
The financial system under which the Society operates does not permit subscriptions 

of individual membership to be entered before dues are paid. 


Plans are being formed for a 1941 directory in which we would like to list all 
of our members under date of 1941. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 


This year the annual meeting will be held at the Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, 
Maryland, on December 29-31. Dr. Barnett Cchen, Chairman of the Local Committee on 
Arrangements, makes the following announcement: 


"Special Accommodations for Graduate Students at the Baltimore Meeting 
"A special arrangement has been made whereby at least 75 bona fide graduate 
students will be housed at the headquarters hotel at a rate of $1.25 per day, for 
the duration of the meetings, in rooms containing 4 or 5 cots. Certification by the 
Head of the Department or Dean of the School will be required of each such student. 
Reservations should- be made as soon as possible to Dr. Barnett Cohen, 710 North 
Washington Street, Baltimore, Maryland. 


"Heads of Departments are asked to post this notice where graduate students may 
see it." 


The various committees in charge of arrangements for the annual meeting follow: 


Program Committee Division of Medical Bacteriology, 
Dr. Martin Frobisher, Chairman Immunology, and Comparative Pavhology 
Dr. L. S. McClung, Vice-Chairman Dr. W. J. Nungester, Chairman 
Dr. 0. C. Woolpert, Vice-Chairman 
Publicity Chairman Dr. R. S. Muckenfuss, Sec.-Treas. 


Dr. L. S. McClung 
Division of Agricultural and Industrial 


Local Committee in Charge of Bacteriology 
Arrangements Dr. H. W. Batchelor, Chairman 
Dr. Barnett Cohen, Chairman Dr. R. P. Myers, Vice-Chairman 


Dr, Elizabeth F. McCoy, Sec.-Treas. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(Copied from Chairman's letter to the Committee) 


"We are still having trouble. At least we were up until about 15 minutes ago 
(May 2, 1941) at which time I had a long distance telephone conversation with Dr. 
I. L. Baldwin. Dr. Baldwin has agreed to serve as Secretary-Treasurer for another 
year thus giving time to obtain a man suitable to take over when Baldwin retires. 


"Now that the matter of secretary-treasurer has been settled, the ticket for 
the coming year as decided by the Committee is: 


President . Be Waksman, New Brunswick, N. Je 
Vice President .... . .- Dr. Jacob Bronfenbrenner, St. Louis, Mo. 
(1 to be elected) Dr. L. D. Felton, Washington, D. C. 
Dr. Rebecca C. Lancefield, New York, N. Y. 
Secretary-Treasurer ... . Dr. I. L. Baldwin, Madison, Wis. 
Councilors-at-Large .. . . Miss Eleanor A. Bliss, Baltimore, Md. 
(2 to be elected) Dr. R. S. Muckenfuss, New York, N. Y. 
Dr. C. H. Werkman, Ames, Iowa 
Dr. C. E. ZoBell, LaJolla, Calif. 


Members of the Nominating Committee are as follows: 


Dr. T. M. Rivers, Chairman Dr. A. T. Henrici 
Dr. Stanhope Bayne-Jones Dr. K. F. Meyer 
Dr. W. M. Clark ' Dr. J. M. Sherman 


Dr. E. B. Fred 
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ELI LILLY AND COMPANY RESEARCH AWARD IN BACTERIOLOGY AND IMMUNOLOGY 


In order that you may have ample time in which to consider the matter and make 
your nomination, we are calling to your attention the fact that Eli Lilly and 
Company is again offering a $1,000.00 prize and a bronze medal to the young man or 
woman working in a college or university, who in the opinion of the Award Committee, 
has done the most outstanding work in the field of bacteriology or immunology. To 
be eligible for the award, the individual must not have passed his or her thirty- 
fifth birthday by April 30, 1941. 


Information concerning the rules governing the award may be secured from 
I. L. Baldwin, Secretary-Treasurer, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. 
Nominations must be in his hands before September 15 of this year. 


Organizations concerned with the administration of this award are the American 
Association of Immunologists, the American Society for Experimental Pathology, and 
the Society of American Bacteriologists. Members of the Committees are: 


Nominating Committee: Award Committee: 
Dr. J. M. Sherman, Chairman Dr. S. A. Koser, Chairman 
Dr. A. R. Dochez (A.S.E.P.) Dr. P. F. Clark 
Dr. R. J. Dubos Dr. Kerl Landsteiner (A.A.I.) 
Dr. A. B. Wadsworth (A.A.I.) Dr. Carl TenBroeck (A.S.E.P.) 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT 


Following the recommendation made at the 1940 annual meeting by a special com- 
mittee to appoint a permanent Committee on Teaching, Dr. Avery has appointed to the 
Committee the following representatives of the various types of institutions: 


Medical Schools - Dr. R. C. Reid, Chairman 
State Supported Schools with Arts and - Dr. L. H. James 

Arts Colleges Science Courses ~ professor Elizabeth F. Genung 
Technical Schools - Dr. S. E, Hartsell 

Industrial Institutions - Dr. C. N. Frey 

Research Institutions - Dr. R. J. Dubos 

Public Health - Dr. Sarah E. Branham 


Dr. S. A. Waksman has been appointed to represent the Society at the one hundred 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the founiing of Rutgers University. The formal anniver- 
sary convocation will occur on Saturday, October ll. 


The Nominating Committee for next year has already been appointed by Dr. S, A. 
Waksman. This advance appointment was felt to be necessary in order that the 
Committee will have ample time to nominate a new secretary-treasvrer. The Committee 
stands as listed on page 2. 


ROUND TABLE AT THE 1940 MEETING 


Teaching of Bacteriology: "Seven papers were presented at this symposium and 4 
great deal of discussion was elicited, The first paper presented by Professor Ivan 
©. Hall included a summary of the methods used and courses offered at the University 
of Colorado Medical School. So far as the course in Medical Bacteriology is con- 
cerned, it is interesting that the first part is given during the spring quarter of 
the first year and continued in the fall quarter of the second year. In order to 
hold the student's interest during the summer vacation, a problem consisting 
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principally of a literature review is used. For this some 20 per cent of the total 
grade for the course is allowed." "Graduate courses leading to the li. S. or 

Ph. D. degrees and a course in Bacteriology for Nurses are offered at the Medical 
School." "Courses in Bacteriology for undergraduates are offered in the Depart- 
ment of Chemistry at the College of Arts and Sciences at Boulder," . “This paper 
was followed by a discussion on the teaching of Bacteriology to Medical Students at 
George Washington University by Professor L. W. Parr." "Interesting methods 
used at George Washington include the use of an outline which is revised each year to 
keep up with changing methods, new ideas and demands of medicine, Slides and note- 
books are used, but are not submitted for grading. Special projects, selected by 
each student are the bases for alditional work and term papers presented at 'mock 
conventions' are used to enlarge the scope of the course, Wherever possible, students 
make tests (tuberculin, Shick, etc.) on each other. This is supplemented by animal 
work and the use of clinical material when available." "Dr. Donald S. Martin 
followed with a resume of methods used in Bacteriology at Duke University Medical 
School. He said, "The course would be designated better by the term ‘Introduction to 
Infectious Disease’ rather than 'iedical Bacteriology', since insufficient time is 
available for any comprehensive review of general bacteriology. All the important 
pathogenic bacteria are studied as well as those non-pathogenic species likely to be 
found and confused with the pathogens. Their biologic reactions are determined only 
so far as is necessary for identification. Extra procedures, however, are included 
in order to illustrate certain principles such as destruction by chemical and physi- 
eal means, demonstration of haptenes in the peritoneal fluid of an infected mouse, 
etc,'" "*The principles of immunology are discussed at the time the bacterial 
groups are being studied in the laboratory. All students perform the simple sero- 
logic tests, i.e., agglutination, precipitation and complement fixation." 
"*Demonstrations, cultures and smears from infected patients and animals are used 
when practical. Schick and tuberculin tests are done on all students and the results 
are read by all members of the class.'" "'In spite of the often questioned 
value of formal lectures, we have found them indispensable.'” "'Discussion 
froups are held in the laboratory once or twice every week. These groups are always 
small and care is exerted to keep them informal and stimulating. Mimeographed sheets, 
given out at frequent intervals, contain questions emphasizing important points abcut 
each group of organisms. These are answered by the student at his leisure with full 
use of his textbook or library material. They not only serve the purpose of making 
the student express himself clearly but enable him to focus on the most important 
phases of the subject.'" 


"The Teaching of Bacteriology as a Cultural Science was discussed by Professor 
J. M. Birkeland of Ohio State University. He emphasized the value of a course in 
bacteriology as a purely 'cultural' science for those whose sole use of information 
gained would be to help them interpret the news reports dealing with health prod_ems 
and medical subjects, and the wider application of bacteriology in agriculture and 
industry. Such a course is given at Ohio State by Dr. Birkeland with interesting and 
valuable results. It seemed to be the general idea thut such a course could be of 
great value if properly apprvuached by an enthusiastic teacher and of a cextainty can 
be of equal cultural value of any general biological sciences. It is hoped that Dr. 
Birkeland's paper can be published in full in some apprepriete journal. His abstract 
follows: "'Before discussing the relative value of various procedures used in 
the teaching of bacteriology it is pertinent to ask: Just what are we trying to do? 
What can and should we do?t" t*Karly studies on bacteria unravelled so many of 
the mysteries of disease, fermentation, and soil fertility, and the practical appli- 
cations of the early laboratory findings led to such aramatic results that the 
practical value of bacteriology was immediately recognized. That is to say, the 
bacteriologist was able to supply the answers and, as a consequence, bacteriology has 
too often been taught solely from this point of view. But is this all bacteriology 
has to contribute? Aren't we over-emphasizing the importance of knowing specific 
answers? To many of our students a course in bacteriology serves as a sort of anti- 
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body which inmunizes against a stiff dose of questions. But it is a passive immnity 
and wears off rapidly. Eow effective are we in actively immunizing them so that 
their own cells may construct the answers to a later invasion of questions? I am not 
trying to say that facts and information are not important but, rather, that the pos- 
session of facts alone does not constitute a training in science and that we fail in 
our whole educationul process when we overemphasize the acquisition of facts.'" 

""if Education be, primarily, the adjustment of each individual to his environment, 
an understanding of science is an essential of all education. Bacteriology offers 

an ideal medium for educating students in the methodology of science. It can be used 
most effectively to instill an objective point of view. A healthy scepticism, and a 
critical approach to problems of all sorts.’ 


"Dr. N. P. Sherwood followed this with a discussion of the teaching of Medical 
Bacteriology at the University of Kansas. The objectives of the course as Professor 
Sherwood sees them are: "To have the medical student become quite familiar with 
the microbic world and especially with those agents which have to do with disease in 
man. To give training in technique in the handling of pathological material. To im 
part to him an introduction to infection and resistance. To give an understanding of 
the underlying principles of aseptic and anti-septic techniques. To teach him the 
fundamental basis of diagnostic laboratory procedures and to orient him as to the 
place of the laboratory and medical practice. To contribute something to his know- 
ledge of preventive medicine, and to preserve or to create in the student an interest 
in bacteriology." "As to methods of presentation Dr. Sherwood continues ‘An 
attempt is made to give a really complete correlation between didactic and laboratory 
work. Each laboratory experiment must have a definite teaching objective made clear 
and understood by the student. Demonstration lectures, assigned readings, and lec- 
tures and conferences by the students supplement the laboratory work.'" "In 
speaking of quiz methods he says, 'We have found discussion quizzes more satisfactory 
than the true-false and multiple choice type of quizzes. The problem type of quiz is 
used and small discussion-quiz groups are desirable. A comprehensive examination 
seems to have definite teaching value when given at the end of the course.' From 
personal experience Dr. Sherwood warns against, (1) Overloading a course; (2) Failure 
to recognize that bacteriology presents a new vocabulary to the student; (3) That the 
medical student is interested mainly in ‘practical knowledge’ while a bacteriological 
graduate has a desire for more fundamental and perhaps theoretical aspects. That the 
undergraduate (medical student) needs more supervision than the graduate student. 


"Dr. Walter J. Nungester presented a discussion of methods used at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. Unfortunately, no abstract of Dr. Nungester's remarks are 
available. 


"After summarizing the Civil Service requirements for junior and assistant 
bacteriologist of the U. S. Government for several years, D. L. H. James of the 
University of Maryland, presented the recommendations of the Committee which made 
the study of which his report was a part. This paper is to be published, if possible, 
so that it will be available for the guidance of all teachers of bacteriology."-- 

R. D. Reid 


LOCAL BRANCH NEWS 


Notes from the Secretaries 


Southern California Branch: "On Tuesday, May 27, the Laboratory Section of the 
Western Branch of the American Public Health Association met in conjunction with the 
Southern California Chapter of the Society of American Bacteriologists at San Diego, 
California. Dr. R. V. Stone presided at the morning session, and the program follows; 

*The Octurrence of Escherichia coli and Clostridium welchii in Oceanic Waters’, 

Dr. Claude E. ZoBell, 
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*Studies on Schistosome Dermatitis in Southern California', Dr. L. R. Penner. 
‘Studies with Rabies Virus', Dr. Anson P. S. Hoyt. 
"The Effect of Fast Freezing on the Bacterial Flora of Mackerel', J. S. Kiser. 


"Mr. L. J. Peterson presided at the afternoon session, and the following papers 
were given: 

‘A Report on Questionnaire Survey Findings Concerning Standard Methods in Milk 
Analysis', Dr. R. V. Stone, 

‘Studies with Poliomyelitis Virus', Dr. John F, Kessel, 

‘Influenza Virus Research’, Dr. Fred D. Stimpert, 

‘Encephalitis, Mixed St. Louis and Western Equine Types; Epidemiological Survey’, 
Dr. William M. Hammon. 


"The next meeting of our chapter will include papers from the Northern Branch 
and will be given in conjunction with the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science meeting in Pasadena, June 20."=-Ruth L. Conrad 


Connecticut Valley Branch: "The Spring Meeting of the Connecticut Valley Branch 
of the S. A. B. will be held at the University of New Hampshire, Durham, N. H., on 
June 2021, 1941. The New York City, Eastern New York, and Central New York Branches 
of the S. A. B., and the Boston Bacteriological Club have been invited ‘tc participate 
in this meeting. A program is planned for Friday afternoon and evening and Saturday 
morning. An attempt will be made to hold a dinner Friday evening at a cost of $.75- 


$1.00. Reservations will be necessary. Rooms will be available at $1.00 per day.-- 
Cynthia H, Pierce 


Illinois Branch: "As a result of Council action, April 25, 1941, President 
John L. White appointed Dr. M. L. Laing to represent the Illinois Branch as Councilor 


to the Society of American Bacteriologists for the calendar years 1941 and 1942,"-- 
Ralph E, Noble. 


Indiana and Kentucky Branches: “The program for the joint meeting of the 
Indiana and Kentucky Branches at Evansville on May 24 is listed below, There was an 
inspection trip through the Mead Johnson Laboratories before the meeting. 

‘Tetanus Antitoxin Production after Intravenous or Subcutaneous Injections of 

Alum-toxoid and Alum-toxin', W. B. Rawlings. 

*Production of Typhus Fever Vaccine’, H. A. Dettwiler. 

"Typhoid Typing’, E. S. Greenwood and A. E. Dickson. 

"A Chemical Method for the Sterilization of Pectin", David B. McFadden. 

"Some Effects of Potassium Chloride on Nitrification", Barton E, Hahn, 

‘The Effect of Certain Inorganic Salts on the Fermentation Rate of Yeast’, 

W. H. Stark, Hans Manczyk, and Paul Kolachov. 
‘Use of the Developing Chick Embryo as a Cultivation Medium’, L. S. McClung. 
"Growth Factors of Streptococcus thermophilus', Enos G. Pray. 


'A Nutritional Study of Pseudomonas putrefaciens', W. E. Scheunemann. 
"Practical Application of the Microbiological Method to the Assay of Riboflavin’, 


: K. B. Riddle, N. J. Miller, and P. S. Prickett. 

‘Effect of the Bacterial Content of Barley Malt on the Fermentation Efficiency 
of Spirits Mash’, Ss. Le Adams, W. He Stark, and Paul Kolachov. 

*Tuberculin Test with X-ray Correlation’, Paul D. Crimm, 

‘Industrial Application of Air Purification and Sterilization’, John B, Rehm 
and B. S. Bratton, 

"Demonstration of the Precipitron', H. H. Van Epps." 


--P A. Tetrault 


Maryland Branch: “A dinner meeting of the Maryland Branch of the Society of 
American Bacteriologists was held on April 29, 1941 at the Johns Hopkins Faculty 


Club, Homewood. The members of the Washington Branch had been invited to attend 
this meeting and seven were able to come, 
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"The scientific program consisted of two lectures: 

*Vaccination in the Armyt, Karl R. Lundeberg. 
‘Leprosy’, Charles M, Carpenter. 

--Ruth M. Myers 


Michigan Branch: "The annual meeting of the Michigan Branch was held at Grand 
Rapids, Saturday afternoon, May 17. 


“After open house at the Western Division Laboratories the following papers were 
given: 


‘Production of Pneumonia by Intravenous Injection of Pneumococci', Alice H. 
Kempf . 

‘A Study of Simltaneous Immunization Against Pertusis and Diphtheria. A 
Preliminary Report', Pearl Kendrick. 

‘The Neutralization Test in Poliomyelitis', Sidney D,. Kramer. 

‘The Selective Bacteriostatic Action of Slow Oxidizing Agents', W. L. Mallmann. 

‘The Application of Sodium Azide to Microscopic Tests for Bovine Streptococcic 
Mastitis', Claude S. Bryan. 


‘The Use of Sndium Azide for the Isolation of Streptococci', Herman C. Lichstein. 


"The after dinner speaker was Dr. Ward Giltner of Michigan State College." 
--H. W. Schoenlein 


Missouri Valley Branch: "The Missouri Valley Branch met in Columbia, Missouri, 
on May 2 and 3. This was our annual meeting and the following officers were elected: 
President - N. R. Ziegler, University of Missouri 
‘ Vice President - C. E. Georgi, University of Nebraska 


Secretary~Treasurer - Charles A. Hunter, Kansas State Board of Health 


"At the banquet, Dr. M. P. Ravenal presented a very interesting talk entitled 
"Personal Sketches of Some Bacteriologists I Have Known’. 


"The next meeting of the Missouri Valley Branch will be held at Lincoln, 
Nibraska, in the spring of 1942. There was considerable discussion relative to & 
joint meeting of the North Central Branch and the Missouri Valley Branch at Ames, 
Iowa in the spring of 1943. The program follows: 


"A Selective Medium for the Isolation of Streptococcus, Salvarius', Kenneth 
D. Rose and Carl E. Georgi. 

‘A Simple Method for the Vacuum Processing of Cultures', F. E. Colien. 

‘A Possible Source of Gross Error in the Nephelometric Estimation of Bacterial 
Numbers', P. L. Gainey. 

‘A Descriptive Study of a Spore Forming Bacillus Isolated from Actino- 
bacillotic-Like Lesions', L. B. Schweiger, D. Trainer, and D. F. Iveleth. 

'The Isolation of Brucella from Milk', Robert Bradley, Mark Wolf, Flora Acton, 
and Charles A. Hunter. 

‘The Use of Chapman's in vitro Tests for Fcod-Poisoning Staphylococci in Milk’, 
H. V. Barrett. 

‘A Comparison of the Effect of Histamine Shock with Anaphylactic Shock in the 
Reptilia', Harold Nelson. 

‘Utilization of Histamine in Synthetic Media by Certain Members of the Genus 
Pseudomonas', Keith H. Lewis and Dorothy I. Cook. 

"The 1940 Kansas Intrastate Evaluation Study on Performance of Serodiagnostic 
Tests for Syphilis', Charles A. Hunter and Frank Victor. 

"Discussion of Recent Changes in the Serodiagnostic Tests for Syphilis’, 
N. P. Sherwood. 

"The Effect of Pectin and its Hydrolytic Products on Dysentery~Typhcid 
Micro-organisms', John E. Steinhaus and Carl E. Georgi. 
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‘Seme Observations on the Nutritive Requirements of Cl. Welchii', T. H. Hayes. 
‘Bacterial Utilization of Pure Fats and Their Components', H. J. Peppler. 
‘A Bacteriological Study of Ground Meat', V. D. Foltz. 
‘Factors Affecting the Action of Sulfanilamide upon iembers of the Tribe 
Lactobacilleae', Fred B. Strandskov and Keith H. Lewis." 
--Charles A. Hunter 


“astern Missouri Branch: "The following program was presented at the May 13 
meeting of the Eastern Missouri Branch of the S. A. B. which was held at the 
Snodgras Laboratory of the City Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri: 

"Negri Bodies in Rabid Dog Brain', Nathan Nagle. 

"Inclusion Bodies in Trachoma', Marian Morris. 

‘Treponema pallidum in Dark-Field Preparation', William Gabby. 

‘Exudates Stained for Gonococei', Members of the Snodgras Laboratory Staff. 


"Specimens of the ‘Current List of Medical Literature' and microfilms of the 
microfilm service of the U. S. Army Medical Library were also shown. 


"Arter a tour of the Laboratory building a light lunch was served in the hospi- 
tal dining room."--G. F. Reddish 


New Jersey Branch: "The second meeting of the New Jersey Branch was held in 
Princeton, May 15. An informal buffet dinner, attended by over fifty members and 
guests of the Society from various parts of the State, was held at the Princeton Inn. 
The meeting, with a much larger attendance, was held in the University. 


"The program was given over to the bactericidal action of ultra-violet light, 
with Dr. H. C. Rentschler, director of research at the Westinghouse Electric Company's 
Laboratory in Bloomfield, N. J., as the speaker. Dr. Rentschler gave an extremely 
interesting report, accompanied by demonstrations of several ultra-violet lamps, 
photocell integrators for measuring their intensities and amounts of radiation, and 
finally, demonstrations of both rapid and slow killing of micro-organisms by radi- 
ations of different intensities. 

"Following the talk, both the practical and theoretical implications were dis- 
cussed at some length by the speaker and other members of the Branch,"--F. H. Johnson 


Central New York Branch: "The 41st Semi-Annual Meeting of the Central New York 
Branch of the Society of American Bacteriologists was held jointly with the Western 
Section of the Society for Experimental Biology and Medicine in Lyman Hall, Syracuse 
University, May 17, 1941. 


"Seventy members and guests were present for the program which included a wide 
variety of subjects of biological interest, Of the twelve papers presented, nine 
dealt with subjects of direct micro-biological interest. 


“Officers elected for 1941-42 were: 
Chairman - Dr. C. M. Carpenter, Rochester 
Vice-Chairman - Dr. I. C. Gunsalus, Ithaca 
Secretary-Treasuror - Dr. J. T. Syverton, Rochester 
Councilor - Dr. W. A. Hagan, Ithaca, was reelected 


“The fall Meeting of the Central New York Branch will be held at the Now York 
State Agricultural Experiment Station, Geneva."--Jerome T. Syverton 


Eastern Now York Branch: "The spring meeting of the Eastern Now York Branch of 
the Society of Amorican Bacteriologists was held at Russell Sage College, Troy, New 
York, on April 25, 1941. The program follows: 

‘The Production of Specific Antisera for Enzymes that Decompose Pneumococcus 

Carbohydrates Types 3 and 8', Grace M. Sickles and ilyrtle Shaw. 
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‘A Study of Substances that Interfere with the Growth-Ketarding Action of 
Sulfathiazole on Pneumococci', John K,. Miller. 

*The Relation of Cholesterol to Antigen in Tissue Extracts Prepared According to 
a Standardized Procedure’, John Kent. 

‘An Apparatus for Precision Calibration of Pipettes, Volumetric Flasks, and 
Burettes', William R. Thompson. 

‘The Pollution of the Rochester Water Supply through a Cross Connection: 
Epidemiological and Administrative Aspects - Paul A. Lembeke (by invitation) 
Engineering Aspects - Earl Devendorf (by invitation) ."--jJohn K. Miller 


North Central Branch: "A meeting of the North Central Branch of the Society of 
American Bacteriologists was held on May 16 and 17 at the Medical Laboratories of the 
State University of Iowa, Iowa City. The scientific program follows; 

‘The Use of a Modified Edward's Medium for the Study of Streptococei', RK. A. 

Packer. 

"Relative Efficiency of Aerobic and Anaerobic Methods in the Isolation of Beta- 
hemolytic Streptococci’, Marion Jones, Lida F. Holmes, and W. M. Hale. 
‘Some Observations on the Physiological and Serological Character of the Entero- 

cocci", J. C. Sylvester and R. G. Benedict. 
‘Coagulase Tests on Staphylococci from Urinary Infections', Milton Levine. 
"Bacterial Metabolism of C4-dicarboxylic Acids’, L. 0. Krampitz, M. F. Utter, 
C. H. Werkman. 

‘Assimilation of cl505 by Heterotrophic Bacteria', H. D. Slade, H. G. Wood, 
A. O. Nier, A. Hemingway, and C. H. Werkman. 

‘The Lactate-fermenting Anaerobic and Facultative Organisms in Silage’, Veronica 
F. Martos. 

‘The Pantothenic Acid Content of Normal Blood and Urine as Determined by a 
Bacterial assay Technique’, M. J. Pelczar, Jr., and J. R. Porter. 

"Some Growth Factor Requirements of Several Strains of Listerella monocytogenes’, 
J. R. Porter and M. J. Pelczar, Jr. 

‘Factors Influencing Nitrogen Fixation by Azotobacter’, Joe B. Wilson and P. i. 
Wilson. 

‘Hydrogenase in Biological Nitrogen Fixation', S. B. Lee, A. S. Phelps, and 
P. W. Wilson. 

"The Compatibility of Spergon and Rhizobium leguminosarum on Pea Seeds’, Joe C. 
Burton and Lewis W. Erdman. 

‘Tissue Immnity in Experimental Poliomyelitis', A. F. Rasmussen, and Paul F. 
Clark, 

‘Coli Aerogenes Bacteria in Soil', Nathan Frank and C. E. Skinner. 

“'The Organisms Responsible for Cellulose Decomposition in Acid and Neutral 
Soils', Ethel Mellem and C. E. Skinner. 

‘The Separation of Some Aerobie lMiesophilic Cellulose Bacteria", W. H. Fuller and 
A. G. Norman. 

"The Evaluation of the Microflora of Soil at Various Depths', A. S. Newman and 
A. G. Norman. 

‘The Biological Treatment of Lagooned Corn Canning Waste', Henry M. Tsuchiya and 
H. O. Halvorson. 

*A Chemical Method for the Determinations of 'B.O.D.'', Dale W. Johnson and 
H. 0. Halvorson. 

"Effect of Chlorination Upon Bacteria in Sewage', D. H. Hunter, N. W. Staalson 

and W. B. Sarles. 


“after dinner in the River Room of the Iowa Memorial Union, Professors E. B. 
Kurtz and R. C. Kent gave an illustrated talk on 'Television'. The fol- 
lowing officers were elected; 

President - Dr. C. H. Werkman, Ames, Iowa 

Vice President - Dr. R. G. Green, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Secretary-Treasurer - Dr. H. G. Wood, Ames, Iowa 

Councilor (S.A.B.) - Dr. W. M. Hale, Iowa City, Iowa." 
--H. G. Wood 
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Ohio Branch: "The Spring meeting of the Ohio Branch, S. A. B., was held at 
Ohio University, Athens on May 3. The scientific session in the afternoon included 
the presentation of nine papers and was attended by 105 members. The dinner was 
followed by a business meeting at which the following officers were elected for the 
year 1941-42; ‘ 

President - Dr. C. T. Butterfield, U. S. Public Health Service, Cincinnati 

Vice President - Dr. G. L. Stahly, Ohio State University, Columbus 

Secretary-Treasurer - Dr. J. M. Birkeland, Ohio State University, Columbus 


"Following the dinner, Dr. J. A. Toomey gave a stimlating address on 
‘Fundamental Unknowns in Infectious Diseases'. The program given in the Recreation 
Building of Athens State Hospital follows: 

‘The Effect of Temperature Upon the Growth of Vaccinia and Other Viruses’, 

R. L. Thompson and Margaret S. Coates, 
*Tularemia in Dogs', L. F. Ey and R. E. Daniels. 
‘The Control of Whooping Cough', John L. Lavan. 
‘Supplemental Techniques Used in Bacteriological Studies of Water Supplies’, 
William E. Burns. 

‘Some Results of Laboratory Milk Control', Orton K. Stark. 

‘The Elimination of Bacteriostatic action by the Use of Sodium Thioglycollate 
Medium', Fay K. Daily and L. V. Blubaugh. 

"The Isolation and Identification of Bacterial Carotenoid Pigments’, Ben Sobin 

and G. L. Stahly. 

‘Production of Clostridium welchii Toxin in a Peptone-free Medium’, Joseph T. 

Tamura and Alfred A. Tytell, 
‘Dissociation of Staphylococci by X-rays: Toxin Producing Abilities of X-ray 
Varients', Sol Haberman. 

*The Industrial Production of Cultures of Root-nodule Bacteria', I. H. Curie 

and R. M. Erikxsen."--G, L. Stahly 


Eastern Pennsylvania Branch: "At the March 25th meeting of the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Chapter there were 96 members and guests present. At the April meeting, 
there were 87, There was a slight change in the Program for the April meeting. Dr. 
J. F. Mahoney gave his talk as scheduled, and in addition he brought Dr. C. J. Van 
Slyke, Passed Assistant Surgeon, from his ow laboratory who spoke on 'The Comparison 
of Media and Laboratory Results in Gonococecus Cultures'. Dr. Pelouze gave his talk 
as scheduled. 


"Fifty-six members and guests attended our May meeting, which was the last for 
the current season. We have had an average attendance of 99 at each of the seven 
meetings during the current season. The program of the May meeting follows: 

"The Pigments from Variants of Micrococcus tetragenus', Hobart A. Reimann and 

Carl Eckler. 
‘Titration of Tubereculin Sensitivity and its Relation to Tuberculous Infection’, 
Waldo E. Nelson, Michael L. Furecolow, Barbara Hewell, and Carroll E. Paimer 
"Mold Allergy', G. I. Blumstein. 
‘A Confirmed Test for Streptococci from Air', Dorothy Wells."--Harry E. Morton 


Washington Branch: "The Washington Branch has elected Dr. Sara EZ. Branhan, 
National Institute of Health, Bethesda, Maryland, to succeed Dr. L. W. Parr as 
Councilor. The officers for the year 1941-42 are as follows: (The change in 
Councilors should have been noted on page 1.) 

President - N. R. Smith, Beltsville, Maryland 
Vice President - A. B. Crawford, Beltsvillc, idaryland 
Secretary-Treasurer - Margaret Pittman, Bethesda, Maryland 
Executive Committee - W. A. Randall, Washington D. C. 
A. F. Roe, Washington, D. C. 
F. W. Farrar, Washington D. C."--Margaret Pittman 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE ANAEROBIC BACTERIA, SUPPLEMENT ONE. L. S. MeClung and Elizabeth F. MeCoy. Univ. 
of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, California. (1941) 244 pages. $3.50 

"Having reviewed volumes I and II published in 1939, it is interesting now to 
review the first Supplement covering the literature on anaerobic bacteria and in- 
fections for the years 1938, 1939, and 1940. 


"One observes at once that the external form and binding of the Supplement are 
identical with those of the original volumes and maintain the usual high standards of 
the University of California Press. 


“Internally the same plan is followed also, Preface, Instructions to Users, 
Subject Index Outline, Key to Abbreviations of Names of Journals, Section I, Chron- 
Slogical List of References (corresponding to volume I as published in 1939) and 
Section II, Subject Index Sections, List of Species of Anaerobic Bacteria and Index 
(Corresponding to Volume II as published in 1939.). 


"Section I contains® total of 2,685 entries distributed as follows: 
1938 - 1,231 entries 
1939 = 1,057 entries 
1940 - 397 entries 
But the list for 1940 is admittedly incomplete. 


"Owing to the small number of entries the Supplement is presented in a single 
volume and it was possible also to publish the titles in Section II which obviates 
searching them out in Section I. This answers a criticism made with reference to the 
original volumes but one still feels that a subject index with numbers keyed to the 
complete references listed in Section I would have greatly reduced the bulk as well 
as the cost of the Supplement. 


“However, those who live in glass houses should not throw stones; all workers in 
the field of anaerobic bacteriology will be grateful to the authors for their contri- 
bution which makes available to those in places not well provided with library 
facilities, references which they otherwise never see. They are to be commended and 
congratulated for their industry, their accuracy and their courage."--Ivan C. Hall 


THE BACTERIOLOGY OF PUBLIC HEALTH. George M. Cameron. C. V, Mosby Company, St. 
Louis. (1940) 451 pages. {3.50 

"Written largely from the viewpoint of pathological bacteriology this new text 
fails to cover many topics which might well be expected from the inclusive title. 
Following an elementary discussion of historical questions (largely concerned with 
the theories of disease origin) and with two chapters devoted to the topics of the 
pollution and purification of water and problems of food bacteriology in relation to 
health, the majority of the volume (19 ehapters) is devoted to problems related to 
the diseases included for discussion. In general for each disease this includes 
specific characters of the etiologic agent, modes of transmission and manner of dis- 
sease causation, preventive measures, aids to laboratory diagnosis and biologic 
therapy. Though some citations to the original literature are included frequent 
reference is made to the standard texts. 


"Most of the information included seems accurate, though not always adequate, 
but certain omissions of important new work are noted. For example, no mention is 
made of the Craigie technique of typing of the typhoid organism. Often it would be 
difficult or impossible for an uninformed person to use this text as the sole guide 
or source of confirmation for routine public health laboratory problems (for example, 
the isolation and identification of the typhoid organism). It is doubtful if the inm- 
portance of the ‘vacuum boot' treatment of gangrene warrants the space given to it at 
the expense of the topic of chemotherapy. It is surprising to find a discussion of 
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the meaning of pH thought to be necessary following, and included with, reference to 
enrichment of cholera stools. 


"If the text is considered as an elementary textbook of medical bacteriology it 
may be of some value. ‘The type is large; the illustrations are clear .(except figures 
two and three); and the index is adequate."--L. S. McClung 


DIE BAYTERIOLOGIE DER SALMONELLAGRUPPE. F. Kauffmann. Copenhagen: Einar Munksgaard. 
(1941) 393 pages. 

"hile it is stated in the preface that the book is not intended as a historical 
review nor as a text book, in it is reviewed all the literature pertinent to the 
classification of Salmonella and it will be found an invaluable guide for the worker 
undertaking the differentiation of paratyphoid bacilli by modern methods. The sub- 
ject is considered under the following headings: definition and nomenclature, 
cultural methods of type determination, cultural characteristics of the types, 
serological methods of type determination, serological characteristics of the types, 
practical diagnosis of Salmonella infections, pathogenesis and epidemiology, and 
prevention of Salmonella infections. A clear and detailed account of the biochemical 
and serological methods used in salmonella typing is given and the characteristics 
and occurrence of 107 serological types are deseribed. Particular attention is given 
the variational phenomena (R and S, H and 0, phase, and form variations) whose recog- 
nition is essential to successful type determination. Of interest is the orientation 
of a number of strains of coliform bacilli in the Kauffmann-\White classification, in- 
dicating that the method of antigenic analysis may be applied profitably to bacilli 
of that group. 


"In conclusion it is pointed out that the majority of the practical problems 
connected with this group of organisms may be regarded as solved. The etiology and 
epidemiology of enteric infections is understood and efficient methods of isolation 
and classification of the bacilli are at hand. The prevention of these infections 
remains only a matter of organization, technique and financial support. There remain 
to be solved many problems of scientific interest, the most important of which are: 
the determination of the complete antigenic formulas of Salmonella types; the iso- 
lation of partial antigens and the determination of their role in immunity; further 
study of form and phase variations; the extension of our knowledge of the relation- 
ships of Salmonellas to members of other genera; further work on the toxins of the 
enteric bacilli; and the chemical study of Salmonella antigens. The book is written 
in the author's usual clear and concise style and is attractively and accurately 
printed.®--P. R. Edwards 


NEWS ABOUT OUR MEMBERS 


The forty-first annual meeting of the American Association of Pathologists and 
Bacteriologists was held at the College of Medicine of New York University on April 
10 and 11, under the presidency of Dr. Stanhope Bayne-Jones of Yale University. 


The Committee in charge of the dedieation ceremonies on June 15 fom the new 
library building of the School of Medicine of Yale University consisted of Dean 
Francis G. Blake; Dr. S. Bayne-Jones, formerly dean of the school; Dr. John F. -F. Fulton, 
Sterling } professor 0! of physiology; Dr. George H. Smith, research associate in anatomy. 


The degree of doctor of science was conferred at the ninety-first commencement 
exercises of the University of Rochester on June 16 on Dr. Rene’ J. Dubos, Associate 
of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. Dr. Dubos has “recently been pro- 
moted from Associate Member to Member of the Scientific Staff of the Rochester 
Institute for Medical Research. 


Dr. Thomas Francis of the New York University College of Medicine had conferred 
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upon him the honorary degree of Master of Science on June 18 at the commencement 
exercises of Yale University. Dr. Francis has just been appointed professor of 
epidemiology and chairman of the Department in the School of Public Health at the 
University of Michigan. 


Dr. C. N. Frey, director of the Fleischmann Laboratories, Standard Brands, 
Incorporated, New York, was elected president of the American Association of Cereal 
Chemists at the annual meeting held at Omaha from May 19-24. Dr. Frey was also named 
chairman-elect of the New York Section of the American Chemical Society at the annual 


meeting of the Section on May 9. 


Professor Constantine Gorini, Corresponding Member of the Society of American 
Bacteriologists, has been elected as Corresponding Member in the Society of Biology 
of Lettland and in the Society of Microbiology of Netherland. 


The Carnegie Corporation has made a grant of $5,000.00 to the University of 
Minnesota for the continued support of investigations of viruses in relation to cell 
growth, conducted under the direction of Dr. Robert G. Green, professor of bacter- 
iology at the University. fox 


Dr. Irwin C. Gunsalus, assistant professor of bacteriology at Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York, is working at the University of Wisconsin this summer on some of 
the metabolic characteristics of the streptococci. 


Dr. P. Arne Hansen, formerly of the Biotechnical-chemical Laboratory, Copenhagen, 
Denmark, is now in Washington, D. C., at the American Type Culture Collection, 
Georgetown University School of Medicine. 


Professor E. G. Hastings has retired from active service as Chairman of the 
Department of Agricultural Bacteriology at the University of Wisconsin, and Dr. I. L. 
Baldwin will succeed him as the new head of the department. Professor Hastings has 
served in this capacity since 1910 and has been a member of the Society since 1912. 
He has been relieved of the chairmanship at his own request in order that he may 


devote his time to other departmental work. 


The doctorate of science was conferred on June 16 by Smith College on Justina 
H. Hill, bacteriologist, instructor in urology in the School of Medicine of the 
Johns He Hopkins University. 


Dr. Rebecca C. Lancefield, associate of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical 
Research, delivered the eighth and last Harvey Society lecture of the current series 
at the New York Academy of Medicine on May 15. She spoke on "Specific Relationship 
of Cell Composition to Biological Activity of Hemolytic Streptococci". 


Dr. Perrin H. Long, of the Johns Hopkins University, delivered on March 29 a 
lecture before the Utah Chapter of Sigma Xi on “Recent Advances in Bacterial Chemo- 
therapy with Special Reference to the llode of Action of Sulfanilamide and Its 
Derivatives", 


Dr. L. S. McClung, of Indiana University, is at the University of Wisconsin this 
summer completing the study of pigmented anaerobes from soil and water sources, 


An emergency expedition of six physicians and five technicians and secretaries 
has returned to Boston after a month spent in Halifax, Nova Scotia, assisting the 
medical authorities to combat epidemics of scarlet fever, diphtheria and spinal men- 
ingitis in that city. This expedition was headed by Dr. f Howard Mueller and 
associated with him were Dr. Leroy D. Fothergill, Dr. “Silas i. Houghton, Dr. Emanuel 
B,. Schoenbach, Dr. John H. . Dingle, Dr. Stafford M. Wheeler, Dr. Lewis Thomas. The 


-13- 


= 
; 3 
q 
~ 

sos 

2 

3 

sf 
2 e 
‘ 
7 


- 14. 


purpose of this group was to render assistance to the civilian population of a people 
at war and to acquire information on communicable disease in a war-time port. 


In recognition of an outstanding doctorate dissertation, Sydney C. Rittenberg 
of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography was awarded the Phi Beta Kappa key at the 
University of California at Berkeley and the Houghton Key from Sigma Xi at U.C.L.A. 


The Honors Day address of the New York State Veterinary College at Cornell 
University was given on the evening of March 17 by Dr. Thomas M. Rivers, director of 
the hospital of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, New York City, who 
spoke on "The Romance of Viruses". 


Dr. W. Whitney Smith has recently been appointed to the staff of the Department 
of Bacteriology at the University of Southern California. 


Dr. Claude E. ZoBell of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography has been elected 
president of the Natural History Society of San Diego. 


IN MENORIAM 


William Webber Ford 
1871 - 1941 


William Webber Ford, professor emeritus of bacteriology in the Johns Hopkins 
University, died of cancer at the Johns Hopkins Hospital on February 10, 1941, 
following a short illness. 


Professor Ford received the Bachelor of Arts degree from Western Reserve 
University in 1893; the Doctor of Medicine degree from Johns Hopkins Medical School 
in 1898; and the Doctor of Public Health in 1900 from McGill University. He was 
appointed a fellow in the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research for two years; 
for one year at the Institute for Infectious Diseases in Berlin and the other year at 
the Johns Hopkins University. At the latter institution he served as instructor in 
bacteriology, 1903-05; associate, 1905-06; and associate professor, 1906-10, in 
Dr. Welch's department. In 1910 he was appointed associate professor of bacteriology 
and hygiene in the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine; lecturer in hygiene and legal 
medicine in 1917; and from 1918-1936 lecturer in hygiene. When the School of Hygiene 
and Public Health in Johns Hopkins University was organized and Dr. Welch became its 
first director and professor of bacteriology and immunology he took with him 
Professor Ford to be associate professor, who later became professor of bacteriology 
there from 1922-37 and held the title of professor emeritus of bacteriology in the 
Johns Hopkins University until his death, From 1913-35 Dr. Ford was appointed con- 
tinuously a member of the Maryland State Board of Health. 


The published work of Professor Ford includes the fields of pharmacology, immn- 
ology, bacteriology, the higher fungi, and mushrooms and mushroom poisoning. He is 
responsible for the "Text-book of Bacteriology" and the "History of Bacteriology". 


Dr. Ford was a member of many scientific societies; of special interest to him 
were the Society of American Bacteriologists, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the American Society of Naturalists, the American Association 
of Pathologists and Bacteriologists, and the Society for Experimental Medicine and 
Bacteriology. 


We deeply regret his death. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 


Civil Service Examinations: Mr, William C. Hull, Executive Assistant of the 
United States Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C., has requested that our 
menbers be notified regarding the announcement of examinations, and the need for 
qualified persons to carry on important work in connection with National Defense, in 
these fields: 

Junior Graduate Nurse, $1,620 a year 

Public Health Nursing Consultant, $2,600 to $3,200 a year 
Medical Technician, $1,620 to $2,000 a year 

Laboratory Helper, $1,440 a year 


Correction: In the last issue of the News Letter (April, 1941) on page 13 it 
was erroneously stated that "The editors-in-chief of all publications, with the 
President and the Secretary-Treasurer as ex officio 1 members, and the editor-in-chief 
of the Journal of of Bacteriology as chairman, shall constitute the Publication Board 
of the Society. ®” The statement should have read "The editors-in-chief of all 
publications, with the President and the Secretary-Treasurer as ex officio y members, 
and a chairman a appointed by the Council, shall constitute the Publication Board of 
the Society. This amendment was mde at the general business meeting last December. 
The error is regretted, and the Secretary-Treasurer, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, Wisconsin, will be glad to change the April ballot of any member if he will 
write and say so. 


To Sell: We have received word from one of our members that he has the 
following is: issues of the JOURNAL OF BACTERIOLOGY to sell: 


Volume 24, Numbers 1, 4, 5, and 6. 
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